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Honors 10 English
Jacob Rupp
ruppj@weld-re1.k12.co.us
jrupp.weebly.com
Welcome to Honors English 10.  This course will challenge you in ways you’ve not been challenged before, and the challenge will be different for each of you.  You will have homework most nights and weekends.  You will read a variety of literature and learn how to analyze it for it elements, themes and social applications. You will learn to write analytically about literature, including fiction and non-fiction.  I encourage and will incite you to debate ideas and question each others perspectives, but you must always do so in a respectful manner.  You will be expected to present your research and ideas to the class on a regular basis; I want you to demonstrate your artistic talents and develop new ones.  Finally, you will be asked to think about your own academic strengths and weaknesses and focus on those differently for each assignment.  Our most significant growth most often comes from challenge or what seems “hard” at times.  Every year of your academic career will stretch you in new ways; learn to embrace and anticipate challenge and all the lessons it brings you through both success and failure.
Course Description: Honors English 10 is a course designed to develop advanced language, literature, and analysis skills.  Students will study all aspects of literature including Shakespeare, poetry, non-fiction, short stories and drama.  Literary analysis, expressive writing and persuasive techniques are required.  This course will prepare students for the TCAP test while building the foundation to move on into the 11th grade Advanced Placement English class and prepare students for the AP Language exam. Evidence of higher-level thinking and independent work is expected and required.
Materials:
Spiral notebook which will ONLY be used for this class (seriously, you're numbering the pages).

Lined paper

Pencils

Post-it Notes for annotating 

Blue and black ink pens for timed writings and essays

Required novels (during the time they are being discussed)
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Othello by William Shakespeare
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Antigone by Sophocles 
And maybe...


The Odyssey by Homer
It is recommended, but not required, that you purchase personal copies of the literature novels we read this year.  You will find it increasingly useful to write/annotate in your books as you read, and it is nice to have them as a resource as you begin to prepare for the AP tests in future years.

Late Work:
Late work will not be accepted within two days for a maximum of 65%, but don't make a habit out of it.  If you do not complete an assignment, I will ask you for a full piece of paper on which you will write, “I did not do my homework,” including your name and the date of the assignment.  

If an emergency arises and you need an extension on an assignment I expect you to come to me before the day it is due and outside of class time.  I will grant extensions on an individual, emergency basis only.  
Make-up Policy:
You are responsible for any and all make-up work you miss due to an absence. School policy will be followed as to the number and label of absences. Quizzes and tests must be made up within one week or the grade will become a zero.  In addition, if you are home ill and know how to use a phone or a computer, you can check the Weebly, call me or email during the school day and get the assignments so you don’t fall behind. In order to make up missed work, the absence must be excused.  The student has the same number of days absent to make up any missed work.  Any work assigned before the absence will be collected on the due date or the first day of the student’s return.  When the student returns from an absence, it is his/her responsibility to get make-up work.
Finals Exemptions:
Let's talk. 
Grading:
Grades will be figured on a traditional semester, cumulative basis, with a comprehensive final exam at the end of each semester.  The final will count for 15% of your grade.  I DO NOT ROUND GRADES.  Everything to the right of the decimal point will be ignored.

It is on rare occasions that extra credit will be given; you earn you grade by the consistent completion of each assignment and showing mastery of objectives on quizzes and tests.  Effective study habits and self-discipline will also be advantageous for success.  Do not rely on extra credit to reverse inconsistent work completion or poor study habits throughout the semester.

The grades in this course are not weighted.
Cheating and Plagiarism:
We will discuss and define cheating and plagiarism.  Neither will be tolerated and any assignment or assessment found to be not your original, genuine product will be given a zero and cannot be made up.  In addition, egregious offenses may also warrant an academic referral.
Extenuating Circumstances

If you have an extenuating circumstance (meaning something that has not been addressed through administration, the health office, or attendance) that will affect your attendance or ability to turn in assignments, please let me know so that I can make appropriate arrangements if necessary. Extenuating circumstances and applicable modifications are the responsibility of the student, i.e., you must communicate with me immediately or within a reasonable amount of time. An extenuating circumstance may be, but is not limited to, one of the following: a family emergency, health issue, transportation issue, or academic issue.  Let me know as soon as possible (if it is something personal you do not need to divulge details) and I will work with you to manage your missed/missing homework and assignments.     

These circumstances will be evaluated and implemented on an individual basis, and the instructor maintains the right to employ and/or deny them as these will be extensions that allow students time beyond what is allocated by Valley High School.
Homework Buddy System:
You will select one student to serve as your homework buddy and another to be your alternate (in case your buddy is unable to help you). Throughout the year, should you need to be absent from class for any reason, it will be your responsibility to contact your homework buddy before you return to class if you do not understand the information on the Weebly. I do not repeat lessons for absentees nor do I chase them down to give them their homework. 

As the homework buddy, it will be your duty to have this information ready for your partner.  Again, a majority of  When you see that your partner is missing from class, pick up any extra handouts and assignments he or she will need. Be sure to take especially thorough notes so that you will be able to fill your buddy in on the lesson he or she missed. 

Remember: keeping up with missed lessons is not the job of your teacher; it is the responsibility of you and your buddy. 

If you have any questions, ask at your leisure. 

Viking Virtues:

Be on time for class.

Wear your Ids throughout class.

Respectful language to each other: treat each other with dignity.

Turn in work on time with quality.

Technology for appropriate use.

Accept responsibility for actions, both positive and negative.
