Literary Terms – English II
Directions: Provide a definition IN YOUR OWN WORDS. 
1. Allusion:
An indirect reference to a famous person, place, event or literary work. 
2. Characterization:
The way a writer creates and develops characters’ personalities. This may include direct comments about a character’s personality, physical appearance and/ or thoughts or indirectly through the thoughts, speech and actions of other characters. 

3. Climax:
The point of maximum interest or tension in a story and is usually the turning point. 

4. Conflict:
The struggle between opposing forces within a story. External conflict occurs between a character and an outside force while an internal conflict is one that occurs within a character. 

5. Dynamic Character:
A character who undergoes drastic changes over the course of a story.  

6. Exposition:



7. Falling Action

8. Figurative Language

9. Hyperbole

10. Idiom

11. Imagery

12. Literal Language*

13. Metaphor

14. Personification

15. Plot



16. Point Of View

17. Resolution


18. Rising Action

19. Setting



20. Simile


21. Static Character

22. Symbolism

23. Theme

24. Tone


