English IV
Mr. Rupp

Welcome to English IV.  This course will challenge you in ways you’ve not been challenged before, and the challenge will be different for each of you.  This course structure will be brand new for all of us, but I'm trying something new. 

You will be expected to present your research and ideas to the class on a regular basis; I want you to demonstrate your artistic talents and develop new ones.  Finally, you will be asked to think about your own academic strengths and weaknesses and focus on those differently for each assignment.  Our most significant growth most often comes from challenge or what seems “hard” at times.  In this case, it will be the final products you are asked to create, present, and defend.

Every year of your academic career will stretch you in new ways; learn to embrace and anticipate challenge and all the lessons it brings you through both success and failure.
Course Description: English IV is a course designed to develop advanced language, literature, and analysis skills.  Literary analysis, expressive writing and persuasive techniques are required.  This course will prepare students for LIFE while building the foundation to move on in future courses both English and otherwise.  Evidence of higher-level thinking and independent work is expected and required.
Required Novels:
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser
Late Work:
Late work is the worst.  Due dates are reasonable in this course.  If it's late, you get a three day window per school policy.  Your MAXIMUM grade on this work will be a 65%, but that is only if you would have earned a 100% on it if it was done on time.  

If an emergency arises and you need an extension on an assignment I expect you to come to me before the day it is due and outside of class time.  I will grant extensions on an individual, emergency basis only.  
Make-up Policy:
You are responsible for any and all make-up work you miss due to an absence. School policy will be followed as to the number and label of absences. Quizzes and tests must be made up within one week or the grade will become a zero.  
In addition, if you are home ill and know how to use a phone or a computer, you can check the website, or email during the school day and get the assignments so you don’t fall behind. In order to make up missed work, the absence must be excused.  The student has the same number of days absent to make up any missed work.  Any work assigned before the absence will be collected on the due date or the first day of the student’s return.  When the student returns from an absence, it is his/her responsibility to get make-up work 
Grading:
Grades will be figured on a traditional semester, cumulative basis, with a comprehensive final exam at the end of each semester.  The final will count for 15% of your grade.  I DO NOT ROUND GRADES.  The computer will do that for you. 

It is on rare occasions that extra credit will be given; you earn you grade by the consistent completion of each assignment and showing mastery of objectives on quizzes and tests.  Effective study habits and self-discipline will also be advantageous for success.  Do not rely on extra credit to reverse inconsistent work completion or poor study habits throughout the semester.
Cheating and Plagiarism:
We will discuss and define cheating and plagiarism.  Neither will be tolerated and any assignment or assessment found to be not your original, genuine product will be given a zero and cannot be made up.  In addition, egregious offenses may also warrant an academic referral.
Extenuating Circumstances
If you have an extenuating circumstance (meaning something that has not been addressed through administration, the health office, or attendance) that will affect your attendance or ability to turn in assignments, please let me know so that I can make appropriate arrangements if necessary. Extenuating circumstances and applicable modifications are the responsibility of the student, i.e., you must communicate with me immediately or within a reasonable amount of time. An extenuating circumstance may be, but is not limited to, one of the following: a family emergency, health issue, transportation issue, or academic issue.  Let me know as soon as possible (if it is something personal you do not need to divulge details) and I will work with you to manage your missed/missing homework and assignments.     

These circumstances will be evaluated and implemented on an individual basis, and the instructor maintains the right to employ and/or deny them as these will be extensions that allow students time beyond what is allocated by the school district.
